
GRANTS ($20,000+)
US Department of Energy

GRANTS ($5,000 - $19,999)
Allen-Heath Memorial Fund
Governor’s Energy Office
Thomas Melly Foundation
Xcel Energy

GRANTS ($1,000 - $4,999)
Alpine Bank
Community Office for

Resource Efficiency
John Duncan Trust

DONORS
Neal Anderson
Deb Bear
Andy Black
Delta Montrose Electric Association
Tom & Juby Fouts 
IHS Affiliate
Jonathon Hagman
Kane Foundation
Erika Luhr
Kevin Orme
Madison Area Technical College
Pacific Solar Works
Charles Packard
John Sebesta
Spectech LLC
Two Rivers Community Fund
Eric Westerhoff
Dave Wolf

EQUIPMENT DONORS
AEE Solar
Amtec Solar
Anibal Guevara-Stone
Apollo Solar
Aurinco
Brian Mehalic
Brooks Solar, Inc.
Carbon Smart LLC
C. Crane Company
Day Star
Enphase
Four Winds Renewable Energy
Holly Solar
Jay Peltz
Lena Wilensky/Nunantak
Midnite Solar
Morningstar
Outback Power
PV Powered
Quality Plus Electric
SMA
SolaDeck
SolarWorld
Solmetric
Steca Elektronik GmbH
Turtleback Renewables
Waldron Power & Light
Wiley Electronics
Wondermagnet.com

Outreach Programs

• Solar In the Schools (SIS)

• INVEST

• Native American Program

• International Trainings

• Scholarship Program 

Solar Energy International is a nonprofit educational organization and an Equal Opportunity Institution and Employer. 
SEI is independent from any manufacturer, dealer, distributor, or any other renewable energy commercial enterprise.

Thank You to Our Supporters!
SCHOLARSHIP

DONORS
Bland Nesbit
Darren Emmons
Kris Sutton & Kathy Swartz
Ruth H. Brown Foundation

BUSINESS

MEMBERS

($500 - $999)
Alternative Energies

Kentucky
Carbondale Council on

Arts and Humanities
Morrisville State College,

Research Foundation
Southern SunPower, LLC
Charles Byers
Reese Dennis
Micah Fay
Bruce Freeman
Jon Harrington
Carla Hearlod
William Hegman
Alice Lisiewski
Erika Luhr
Robert Mariacher
Jawad Mustapha
Amanda Owensby
Joseph Rullo
David Smith
James Taylor
Michael & Elizabeth

Thele
Mark Thornbloom

COMMUNITY

MEMBERS

($250 - $499)
Grace Abolaji
Al Kaopuiki
Mark Kuhl
Mark Litwack
Phil Livingston
Charles E. Packard
Thomas Sheffield
Richard K. Webb

SUPPORTING

MEMBERS

($100 - $249)
Richard Abernathy, Jr.
Skip Ackerman
Todd & Linda Arends
Olawale Arogundade
Alp Artuner
Pete Asencio

Pete Asencio
Samuel Barreto Badillo
Stephanie Baldwin
Lawrence Barbula
Bill Barksdale
Luis Barrios, JR
Edward Bauer
Walter Benda
Daniel Bernstein
Mike Besser
Christoper Bingham
John P. Bouch
Bryan Bozeman
Keri Brown
John Browning
Jim Burchard
Dan Byrd
Carlos Cantu
Angel Cardoza
Kay Cardwell
Steven Carroll
Gabriel Cuello Castro
Kimberlee Choate
Joad Clement
Vera Cole
Ann Crossland
Jim Dean
Steven Deidel
Pamela Denlinger
Paul Diaz
Val Dimitrijevic
Nde Divine Nju
Victor Domino
John Donahue
Martin Dreager
Allison Elliot
Dan Evans
John P. Fambrough
Sheleen Feldhaus
Rhonda Gatzke
Charles H. George
Steve Goergens
Hanina Goldstein
Raimundo Gonzalez
James Graham
Scott Greenling
Blake Grimm
Robert Halstead
Mark Hanneken
Robert Hargraves
Zahid Hassan
Allen Henry
Sue-Tanya Henry
Lee Hinkle
Rafiqul Islam
Peter Iversen
Oscar Izarra
William Janeczko
Kurt Johnson
Thom Johnson
Tim Johnson
Mitt Jones
Richard A. D. Jones
James Kadingo
Biringanine Kayeye
Jeffery Kean
Kent Keebaugh

George Keithan
Jonathan Kennedy
John Kivlin
Jane B. Koger
Cliff Kotnik
Tristan Kreager
Dennis LaGrande
Jack Landwehrkamp
Guy Larson
Audrey Lee
Jim Leffew
George Lewis
William Lewis
Emanuel Liburd
Steven Lieske
David Ling
David Lipschitz
Richard Louis
William Luddy
Carolyn Makoid
Peggy Malloy
Chris Marr
Ed Marston
Paul Martin
Kevin McKee
Greg Mechels
Angelo Melasecca
Christopher & Karen

Mendell
Jose L. Lopez Mestre
Robert Milligan
Yvonne Moss
Gregg Mueller
Florin Muntean
Duane Myers
Bland Nesbit
Pete Niestroy
Anibal Nieves
Colm O'Reilly
Dale Perry
Chris Pinelli
Alison Plummer
Darren Pope
Al Prabhakaran
Ernest Quan
Roger Ratcliff
William Rawheiser
Janet Razbadouski
Henry Riddle

Kimberly Riedel
Tom Ritz
Rafael Rivero
Glenn Roehl
Robert Roper
Brian Rumburg
Grace Safer
James Sanchez
Don Sandros
Lance Schnepp
Alan Scott
Eric Shidell
Travis Simpson
W A Simpson
Steve Sloan
Daren Smith
Roberto Sosa
Matthew Starbuck
Adrienne Stolwyk
David Story
Michael Taylor
Steven Thomson
Paul Thurst
Eddie Trevino
Peter Trinidad
Ralph Viola
Scott Voltz
George Wakefield
Rick Werremeyer
Walter White III
Handel Williams
Roger Williams
Mateo Williford
James Wilson
Jeff Wilson
Thomas Wright
Robert Zima
Melinda Zytaruk

ALL OF OUR

INDIVIDUAL

FRIENDS &
SUPPORTERS

58 Members < $100

Solar Energy International is an educational
non-profit Colorado corporation.  SEI is
recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt
charitable organization under section

501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Renewable Energy
Education Program

• In 19 years, over 15,000 people 
from all 50 states and 67  
countries have attended SEI's 
training program.

• In 2009 SEI offered 76 hands- 
on workshops and 20 
online courses. 

• 3,760 participants attended 
workshops and online courses 
in 2009, including 180 
international students. 

2009 Annual  Repor t

SEI’s Mission
Solar Energy International (SEI) was founded in 1991 as a nonprofit educational organization to
help others to use renewable energy resources and sustainable building technologies through
education and technical assistance.

SEI staff and Board of Directors

P.O. Box 715 • Carbondale, CO 81623 • tel: 970.963.8855  fax: 970.963.8866 

39845 Mathews Lane • Paonia, CO 81428 • tel: 970.527.7657  fax: 970.527.7659

sei@solarenergy.org • www.solarenergy.org



SEI's Renewable Energy Education Program (REEP) teaches the

practical use of solar, wind and water power. Our workshops give

individuals the knowledge and skills to design, install and maintain

renewable energy systems and to build state-of-the-art natural homes that

are efficient, practical and earth-friendly.

Renewable Energy Education Program

• Anaheim, California 

• Austin, Texas

• Bahia de Caraquez, Ecuador

• Bend, Oregon

• Califon, New Jersey

• Carbondale, Colorado

• Clarion, Pennsylvania

• Durika, Costa Rica

• Exton, Pennsylvania

• Flagstaff, Arizona

• Fontana, California

• Fort Collins, Colorado

• Greensburg, Pennsylvania

• Havana, Cuba

• Honolulu, Hawaii

• Johnston, Pennsylvania

• Mastatal, Costa Rica

• Mesa, Arizona

• Ontario, California

• Paonia, Colorado

• Pittsboro, North Carolina

• Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

• Raleigh, North Carolina

• Redway, California

• Salt Lake City, Utah

• Stevens Point, Wisconsin

• Guemes Isl., Washington

• Totogalpa, Nicaragua

• Tucson, Arizona

• Youngwood, Pennsylvania

Workshops Were Offered in 30 Locations

2009 REEP Workshops

Jeff Dickinson
Energy and Sustainable Design

Jock Jacober
Jacober Brothers Construction

Mark Kavosh
Reese Henry and Associates

Jane Koger
Homestead Ranch

Don Phillipson
Phillipson Sustainable Energy Options

Johnny Weiss
Solar Energy International

Dr. Donald W. Aitken 
Donald Aitken Associates

Dr. J. Douglas Balcomb
National Renewable Energy Lab

David Barsamian
Alternative Radio

Pliny Fisk III
Center for Max. Potential Bldg Systems

Alex Hillinger
Good Chemistry

Joe Jordan 
NASA

Barbara Kerr 
Center for Sustainable Living

Thomas A. Lawand 
Brace Research Institute

Philip Livingston 
Solar Consultant

Amory Lovins 
Rocky Mountain Institute

Maureen McIntyre 
Consultant

Karen & Richard Perez 
Home Power Magazine

Randy Udall 
Community Office of Resource Efficiency

Sam Vanderhoof 
Clean Power Associates

Neville Williams 
Standard Solar Inc.

Dr. Robert Wills 
Intergrid

Board of Directors

Advisory Council

SEI Team

Instructors & Industry Representatives
SEI instructors are leaders in their fields, offering the most up-to-date

information in renewable energy technologies.  In 2009, over 40 instructors and

100 guest speakers and industry representatives presented in our workshops.  

Christie Cantrell
April E. Clark
Rachel Connor
Noah Davis
Kathy Fontaine
Paul Gibb
Dan Giese
Laurie Guevara-Stone
Matthew Harris
Cindy Hotchkiss
Soozie Lindbloom
Kevin Lundy
Brian Mehalic
Khanti Munro

Dawn Ogren
Tawnya Parker
Samantha Pickard
Sandy Pickard
Cindy Smith
Kris Sutton
Kathy Swartz
Jeff Tobe
Chris Turek
Laura Walters
Carol Weis
Johnny Weiss
Breccia Wilson
Ian Woofenden

Financial Report Summary 2009

OUTREACH PROGRAMS 2004 - 2009

TUITION GROWTH 2004 - 2009
ASSETS

Cash & Current Assets $503,144
Fixed Assets (including $536,757
land, building, equip.)
Endowment $409,719

Total Assets $1,449,620

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities $107,335
Deferred Tuition $233,510
Land Mortgage $205,128
Net Assets $903,647

Total Liabilities            $1,449,620

& Net Assets

INCOME EXPENSES

20052004

40
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INCOME GROWTH 2003 - 2009

EARNED INCOME

Workshops $2,425,003 $2,303,753

Contract Teaching $   459,791 $  128,980

Sales & Books $   235,029 $  108,470

CONTRIBUTED INCOME

Memberships $   31,717 $    10,220

Development $   43,357 $  212,337

Admin & Overhead $   92,258 $  392,600

Total $3,287,155 $3,156,360

INCOME EXPENSES
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Photovoltaics

• PV Design & Installation
- in-person and online

• Grid-Tied Photovoltaics

• PV Lab Week

• Advanced Photovoltaics 
- in-person and online

• Solar Water Pumping

• Solar Sales, Marketing & Economics

• Women’s PV Design & Installation

Solar Thermal

• Solar Hot Water

• Solar & Radiant Heating Systems

Sustainable Building

• Build it with Bales

• Building for the Future

- in-person and online

• Straw Bale Construction & Natural Plaster

Wind and Water Power

• Residential Wind Power

• Homebuilt Wind Generators

• Wind Electric Systems Maintenance

and Repair

• Micro-Hydro Power

International Development

• Ecology, Permaculture & RE

• RE and Energy Education in Cuba

• RE for the Developing World 

- hands-on and online 

• Solar Electricity for the Developing

World

• Sustainable Community Development

Other

• Introduction to Renewable Energy

• Renewable Energy for Educators



and lab opportunities to participants, we have continued to

advance the hands-on training capabilities. Our PV training

program explores the various system types (grid-direct,

grid-direct with battery back-up, micro-inverter, and stand-

alone) and mounting techniques (roof, pole, and ground

mounts) commonly found in the PV industry. 

Looking forward there are many exciting new

developments in the mix. Staying on track with our campus

master plan, in 2010 we will continue with the planning and

design phases of a trend setting classroom building.  The

classroom will speak to SEI’s goals and ethics with a focus

designed to impact the earth as gently as possible;

demonstrating the renewable energy technologies and

sustainable regenerative design principles that are core to

SEI’s mission and teachings. 

New in 2009!

Four years ago SEI expanded operations to include

a 7-acre parcel of land in Paonia, CO.  This

expansion serves as a foundation to SEI’s goal of

creating a renewable energy and sustainable living

‘eco-campus’.  The SEI campus greatly expands our

ability to teach hands-on workshops using a range

of teaching environments. With the ‘eco-campus’,

we’re taking hands-on training in renewable energy

to a whole new level.  SEI’s campus offers students

an unparalleled opportunity to practice what they’ve

learned in the classroom.     

Over the past four years SEI has hosted many

‘hands-on’ workshops on campus, from

Photovoltaics to Wind Power to Natural Building.

In 2008 the SEI campus officially became sun,

wind, and water powered. The collection of

renewable energy systems provide the electrical needs to our

main office and agricultural systems.  

The core learning

activity on

campus is around

SEI’s state of the

art Photovoltaic

Training Lab. As

part of SEI’s

commitment to

deliver code

compliant, safety

oriented, cutting

edge curriculum

SEI Eco-campus

Scholarship Program
Traveling to the United States has become increasingly hard for our

international students, due to visa requirements and the cost of travel. We try to

offset these costs for eligible developing country residents and low-income

participants from the US and other industrialized nations by offering tuition

scholarships. 

“Thank you so much for the scholarship and invaluable knowledge offered by SEI training.
SEI’s people, facilities, and knowledge are truly one of a kind.  I can’t imagine a better
place to learn, have fun, and open my mind.  SEI has given me all of the tools on my belt to
pursue my dreams in renewable solar energy.”

-Alejandro Fernandez, SEI scholarship recipient, 2009

In 2009 SEI offered 69 full and partial scholarships. 

Alejandro Fernandez in SEI’s workshop

International & Native American Trainings
SEI responds to in-country opportunities and works around the

world training people in renewable energy technologies. The trainings

include decision-makers, technicians, and end-users.  Our hands-on

approach helps people incorporate these technologies into sustainable

development projects.  

INVEST Program
SEI offers alumni an opportunity to participate in INVEST,

International Volunteers in Environmentally Sustainable Technologies. SEI

alumni apply to volunteer overseas with one of our partner organizations to

help bring renewable energy technologies to communities in the developing

world. 

SEI 2009 Outreach Programs

Teaching Native American youth about solar oven technology►

SEI provided volunteer training and technical assistance to groups worldwide.

An INVEST volunteer in Haiti with the Solar Electric
Light Fund and SunEnergyPower International 

In 2009 SEI participated in a Native Youth Training with Great Basin
College training youth from different tribes throughout Nevada.  

SEI’s Solar In the Schools Program (SIS) program brings energy into

K-12 classrooms throughout Western Colorado. Lively, free SIS student

presentations teach kids about the positive changes they can make through

energy conservation, energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. Best

of all, SIS puts photovoltaic, wind and solar thermal technology right

where kids want it – in their hands. 

In 2009 SEI’s SIS program presented in 16
schools to over 2000 Colorado students. 

Glenwood Springs elementary school children
learn about the earth and the sun.►

Solar In the Schools

►

►

In 2009 INVEST volunteers went to Costa
Rica, Nicaragua, Thailand, and Haiti.

PV Curriculum
Throughout the year SEI staff worked on revised PV curriculum to be implemented

in 2010 workshops. We not only updated the curriculum, but also devised an entirely

new learning format.  Our courses offer up-to-date knowledge about PV equipment

and codes with all new exercises and testing to help students assimilate theory into

practice through design.  The workshops are much more interactive than before,

with 45 minute to 1 hour-long segments followed directly by applied exercises. 

New Website
SEI has a new look! The new interactive site allows you to register as a site user making it a much simpler process to

register for workshops and purchase books online, and also allows you to comment on workshops you have taken. 

E-Chievement Award
SEI’s Executive Director, Johnny Weiss, received the E-Chievement award from E-Town, a weekly

radio program heard coast to coast.  This award honors people who are working to make a lasting

difference in their communities and beyond. 



A look at 2009

Making natural  plaster in the Strawbale
Construction and Natural Plaster workshop. 

►

Solar
Water

Pumping
workshop

in
Colorado 

►

►

School-
children
learning
about solar
with solar
powered
fans in the
SIS
program. 

Installing
solar in
the
Women’s
PV
workshop. 

Sustainable Community Development workshop in Nicaragua 

Constructing a wind turbine in the Homebuilt Wind
Generators workshop. 

Building
with straw

in the
Strawbale

Construction
and Natural

Plaster
workshop. 

►

Building a bicycle powered water pump in the Ecology,
Permaculture, & Renewable Energy workshop in Ecuador. ►

►►

►


